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—SS— . lor to the apostle, Gal. iv. 19. ‘ My little children, ;sive language of Scripture,‘ Ye are dead! ana 
J SIAL. of whom I travail iv birth until Cirrist be fermed in| your dfe is hid with Christin God.’ 

CONTRO\ ERS | you. Jn order to understand how this new birth is fo answer to Friend Dean's declaration, “ In 
a ——— _ | effeeted, it is absolutely necessary to understand | order to understand how this new birth is effected, it 
COMMUNICATIONS. the originality of the soul of man; whether it is| is absolutely necessary to understand the originali- 
For the Gospel Herald. mortal, or immortal.” Now itis our design to write | /y of the soul of man; whether it 1s mortal, or im- 
( Concluded.) plain, and not be misunderstood. We consider the | mortal.” We ask one simple question.—Will the 


Is it possible for any to be regenerated, 
they are generated? No! [tis impossibie. 
the frst birth conditional, effected through the 
medium of animal agency? So also is the second, 
upon which all salvation ts dependent. We are tuiu, 
@ Tim. i. 10. that “ Christ hath brought life ana im- 
mortality to light through the gospel;” aud that it 
is obtained by none, but those, Rom. ii. 7.“ who by 

atient continuance in well doing seek for glory, and 


| 


onour, and immortality, eternal life.” it is impossi- 


ble to be saved without eternal liie; none have 1, 
those that seek for it, and continue patiently in 
well doing. Look at the conditions! Know ye noi 
that the Scriptures are replete with condiiions, from 
the advice ef the Almighty to Cain, saying, “Il 
thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted, if not, 
sin lieth at the door,” unto the last exhortation in 
the Revelations,“ If any man shail take away trom 
the words of the book of this prophecy, Gud s!iaii 
take away his part out of the book of iile, and out 
of the holy city?” Pray, renounce the path that 
you have taken, and shut the licentious door that 
you have opened; and acknowledge, that the wick- 
ed perish, and are (2 Thes. i. 9.) “punished w ith ever- 
lasting destruction, Mal iv. 1. burnt up, Issiah x 19 
both soul and body ; also Mat. x. 28. Hosea ix. 6. 
gone because of destruction. Is not the doctrine of 
the Scriptures perfectly rational? They poit out 
Jesus Christ as the Saviour of ‘the world; saving 
man from eternal death, if man will co-operate with 
his Spuit and receive through him immortal life. 

There is nu society in the world so pleasing to 
me, as that of the Friends; and since they have in- 
formed that Dean is not of their faith, he wishes 
‘hey would show wherein he is unsound ! 

I have been requested to subscribe my whole and 
entire name, 

Wixriiam Dean, 
Of Clinton, from Dutchess Co. State of New-York, 
ANSWER. 


(Conctuded ) 


Friend Dean in his second paragraph, after exult- 
iag in obtaining a victory, when there had been no 
contest, says, “ Reader,iook at this! [| expected 
that my antagonist would come out in his impene- 
trable armour, and testify, whether Christ’s peo- 
ple’s sins were Adam’s sins, or not; seeing itis the 
ground work of his religion, that Christ saves all 
mankind from some sin or other,” &c. We inform 
Friend Dean, that we do not buckle on all our ar- 
mour for every foe,—and that we make a distine- 
tion between a real attack, and only a feigned one. 
We have considered Friend Dean ina state of theo- 
logical fermentation, and have been patiently waitins 
until he became settled ; and considering him to be 
in a comparative settled state, we shall examine 
him with greater attention,---and when necessary, 
he may depend on meeting us armed from head tu 
foot! The subjects under discussion involve ques- 
tions of great magnitude ; and the only evidences 
which can be worthy of our acceptance, are the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, “ which 
are profitable for doctrine, &c., and for instruction 
in righteousness.” 

Friend Dean commences his third paragraph, 
thus,---* Now seeing we are not contaminated with 
the guilt of Adam’s transgression, how can you de- 
vise means for a Saviour unto mankind 
in any other sense, than that of a seed, by which 


they are regenerated into the image of God, agreea- 


before | declaration, ‘visiting (he iniquitics of the fathers upon 
Is not | the children unto the third and fourth generation,’ as 


having an exclusive and pototed reference to the Is- 
raelites; and the sins, or iniquities alluded to, were the 
idolatrous practices and worship of the Israelites, &e. 
See Exodus xx. 3,4, 5. And this was not so much 
a denunciation, as a warning to the Jews, to abstain 
from idolatry, from the pernicious consequences 
which would result to their children. The cause, 
would be their corrupt example ; the consequence, 


but | their children would copy after them, and forget 


| their heavenly F.ther, from whom alone proceedeth 


pevery good and perfect gift 





God told the Jews by 
his prophet, © [Cis your sins have separated between 
you ane your God.’ Or in other words,—I have not 
forsaken you,—you have forsaken me! ‘This was 
the consequeuce of their idolatry; and was neces- 
sarily contimucd trom father to son, by the corrupt 
tendency of bad examples. The commonly re- 
ceived opinion, that God visits positively the indi- 
vidual sin of Adam upon his posterity, net to the 
third and fourth generation, but to three or four 
hundred generations,is too absurd to merit a serious 
refutation. Mankind, each, in his own individual 
eapacity, and person, are sufficiently guilty, without 
impheating them with the guilt of any other, or 
golig back nearly 6000 years for evidence to con- 
vict 2eriminal ia our day, of criminality, when the 
conseience of every man ts sufiicient and better testi- 
mony. 

We consider Christ to be the seed, by which man- 
kind are regenerated. And as seed is the germ, or 
first principle and cause of any thing, so we consi- 
der Christ, the anointed of God, the Saviour, Imma- 
nuel, God wilh us, or assuming our nature, and re- 
deeming, sanctify ing, and perfecting it, as the Seed, 
or Cause, by which the salvation of all menis effect- 
ed, without condition, money, or price. The an- 
nunciation of this Seed (Christ) in Eden,—to Abra- 
ham, and the prophets, was unconditional, and uni- 
versal. Consequently, if God made no conditions, 
why should we. The law was full of conditions ; 
but the law could not give life—for, says the apos- 
tle, “If there had been a law which could have given 
life, verily righteousness should have been by the 
law.” We believe all mankind are regenerated 
in Christ. What is regeneration? What is genera- 
tion, or to generate ? Ans It is to produce. Conse- 
quently, regeneration is reproduction---and to rege- 
nerate, is to reproduce that which had before been 
produced, or generated, and was Lost! It would be 
an absurdity too great for comparison, to contend, 
that man in his tear imperfect state is in the 
imoge ef God Was he ever in this image? Let God 
who made him, and who alone knows how he made 
him, decide. Gen i. 26. 27. * And God said, Let us 
make man in our image. So God created man in 
his image.’ Is man, in his present mode of existence, 
and in his individual capacity, in that image now ? 
No! He is not! Was he ever in the image of God ? 
Yes! As certain as God is certain,---for he cannot 
lie, and he says, he made him “ in his image !” How 
did he lose it? Ans. All we know, is, that he lost it 
by transgression. Consequently, no transgressor 
isin the image of God; for God is holy! All man- 
kind are transgressors; consequently, not one of the 
race of Adam fs inthe image of God. Is there a 
man, who pretends he is holy, and in the image of 
God? If so, prove him,---Will he die for his ene- 
mies? Is he “ light, and is there with him vo dark- 
ness atall’ Is he love? Does he never hate? Is he 
perfect ? No man can stand this test! In the impres- 





soulef man ever be immortal? If the soul of man 
is mortal, and God has power to make it immortal, 
he has power to unmake it. What are we to un- 
derstand by immortality? Is it the same as eternal 
lufe2 We think not. For “ to know God is life eter- 
nal.’ Consequently, life, and light, are convertible 
terms. The apostle says, of Christ,“ hath brought 
liye (eternal life) and immortality to light by the 
guspel.” See 1 Tim. vi 14, 15, 16.“ Until the ap- 
pearing of our Lord Jesus Christ; which in his 
times he shall show, the blessed and only Potentate, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lord: ; who only 
hath immortality, dwelling in the light whieb no 
man can approach unto, which no man hath seen, 
or can see” Let no man, after reading this, pretend 
to perfection. For a kind of perfection that can be 
made better, or find a superior,is an absurdity! And 
let no man, after reading this, pretend that Christ is 
in him; for the time is coming when the true 
Christ, dwelling in the light which no man can 
approach unte; whom no man hath seen, or can see,” 
will appear, and eclipse the glory and perfection of 
these false Christs. Now, what shall we say of the 
origin of the soul of man, is it mortal, or immortal? 
W hat was the origin of the soul? Ans. God. “ He 
breathed into man the breath of life, and man be- 
came a living soul.” The word here translated 
breath (of life) is, in the original Hebrew, the same 
as the Spirit of God. “In the day thou eatest 
thereof, thou shalt die.” Man eat, and died! He 
was immortal, for the immortal Spirit of the immor 

tal God was in him, and became man’s living soul. 
He died! He became mortal. The immortal God 
took his Spiritfrom him. In the day man trans- 
gressed he died a spirttual death, and became mor- 
tal. Before he transgressed, he was immortal, and 
spiritually alive. This was the image of God. When 
he died ———s he became of the earth alone, 
earthy. We think it is impossible for these Scrip- 
ture premises to be admitted, without these conclu- 
sions inevitably following. Eternal life is found in 
the knowledge of God. To be tmmortal, is to be in 
the image of God ; to be like God. “ Ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christin God.” When 
did man die? Ans. When he by transgression lost 
the Image, or Spirit, or Breath, of his Meker! 
Where is this Image, or Spirit, or Breath? Ans. It 
is hid! It is where no man can find it! It isin God! 
No man can go to the Father but by Christ. It is 
with “* Christ our Head, and when he shall appear, 
we shall see him as he is,” and we shail then know 
whut we shall be. Let those who pretend there is 
no change after death, ponder on these things. If 
there is nochange after death, they will be poor crea- 
tures, destitute of immortality or the Spirit of God 
for ever without end! Now, Whatis itto be born 
again ? What is it to be born at all? What is the 
meaning of the word birth? It is coming into life, 
or this mode of existence. The condition in which 
any man is born. Christ told Nicodemus, “ Except 
a man is born again he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God.” What is the kingdom of God? Ans. 
“Tt is not meat and drink, but righteousness, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost.” A natural figure is 
introduced to illustrate this birth A man passes 
from darkness to light. From a sense of condem- 
nation, to peace and joy. It is a change of circum- 
stances iw the mind,---darkness is error, light is truth. 
A man who is in this sense born again, enters inte 
rest; he considers the work done by Christ, &c. It 
is believing the truth; the gospel of our salvation. 
But that which ced the salvation,is not the 
new birth. Mark the distinction. “ We are dead, 





i 3U 


and our life is hid with Christ in God.” 
ing to the knowledge that we are alive, and have 
life in Christ, is being born again. But we were 
regenerated, when we were made alive in Christ ! 
This was done without our knowledge. And the 
coming to the knowledge that we are alive in Christ, 
or regenerated, is being born again, or having new 
life, whick we were ignorant of before, and this can- 
not take place without our knowing it; for coming to 
this knowledge isthe being born This can be il- 
lustrated, as follows,---an infant child in a state of 
unconsciousness relative to the affairs of this life, 
has bequeathed him an inheritance by will; this 
makes him rich, but he knows nothing sbout it. He 
is therefore as poor, as respects any conscious enjoy - 
ment of his fortune, as though’ none were bequeath- 
edhim. Let this be regeneration. “ Except he is 
born,” or comes tu the knowledge of this fact, * he 
cannot enter into” the enjoyment of it. Let this 
be the new birth, or, being born again. Now this 
infant in his nonage may enjoy by anticipation the 
fortune bequeathed him, and which he will receive 
at the age of 21; and believers enjoy by anticipa- 
tion their heavenly inheritance, which is hid, or 
treasured up io Christ for them! 

Friend Dean adds, “Ifthe soul is originally 
mortal, and continues so, it cannot exist after the 
dissolution of the animal functions ; but must be an- 
nihilated by decomposition, so as to neither see hea- 
ven, nor hell. If the souls of mankind are original- 
ly immortal, they will undoubtedly be saved. With- 
out secondary means, they would be their own sa- 
viours ; &c. neither a mortal, nor an immortal soul, 
can exist in future misery!” And this, Reader, from 
one who denies, and has undertaken to confute the 
doctrine of the unconditional and universal salva- 
tion of men! How Friend Dean, after making the 
abeve declarations, can object to unconditional sal- 
vation, is more than we can cunceive. He says, 
“Without secondary means they would be their 
own saviours,”—we presume, by secondary means, 
he intends Christ, the seed, &c. He denies future 
misery in the great, positively. And without the 
seed, or Christ, saves them, they must save them- 
selves,---or, what? What alternative has he left? 
Annihilatien, and no other! Now, Christ says, 
* Because [| live, ye shall live also,’—-not, if you 
will save yourselves, or comply with conditions, 
you shall live! The life of men depends, and is 

redicated upon the life of Christ ; and when Friend 

ean can prove that Christ shall cease to exist, he 
can substantiate the doctrine of the annihilation of 
the human race, or a part of them, and not before ! 
Reader, can it be possible that we have mistaken 
our correspondent’ We think the following. from 
his fourth paragraph, is proof positive, that we 
have not mistaken him. Namely,—* It is an avow- 
ed sentiment of all denominations, that the souls of 
all mankind are originally immortal; the moment 
that any one can convince me of this, | will embrace 
the doctrine of Universal salvation; knowing, that 
no immortal soul can perish, or sin!” Again, look at 
his third paragraph, “ If the soul of mao is original- 
jy mortal, and continues so,’ &c.; he believes the soul, 
originally is mortal,---he does not believe in Univer- 
sal salvation. Why? Of this he can give no suffi- 
cient reason. What does he believe? Ans. In a 
partial, or limited salvation! Whatis to become of 
those, who, according to his view, are not saved? He 
guys the seul must be “ annihilated by decomposi- 
tion, se as to neither see heaven, nor hell !” 

Friend Dean, in his fourth paragraph, interro- 
ates, &c. “If the soul is immortal, whence came 
it?” We have proved, that the soul came immor- 
tal from God! Again, he asks,‘ Was it extracted,’ &e. 
This phraseology is inadmissible. We think Friend 
Dean was not aware of the meaning of the words 
he used. Again, he interrogates, “ If it comes from 
the Deity, can it ever sin against him, &e., will the 
soul of man, God in man, fight »gainst God in hea- 
ven?” To this we say,no! For the soul of man 
* js dead, and hid with Christ in God.” Man has 
a‘ law in his members, warring against the law in his 
mind,’ &c. He adds,—“ Much less, could the soul 
of man, &c., for nothing short of God and his Spi- 
rit, the Holy Ghost, can beget an immortal soul.” 

We have proved positively from the Scriptures, that 
the soud of man came from God, and was his, God's 


Our com- | 
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Spirit. Friend Dean declares, roundly,—* Now, if 
this is effected by the Holy Ghost, at the first gene- 
ration, nv man under heaven can boast of being the 
father of his ehildren,” &. And, we say, No man 
under heaven can boast that he is the father of 
his children, only in a qualified sense! The Scrip- 
tures declare positively, that * Goud is the Father of 
the spirits of all flesh !’ Consequently, no man is the 
father, or producing instrument, (not caus~) of the 
Spirit, of the fruit of his body; but only, of the 
body, which is dust, and unto dust must re- 
turn, but the ‘ Spirit returns to God who gave it.’ 
We request Friend Dean to pardon our plaingess ; 
for we, in honest sincerity, say, we think him to be 
Theologically insane ! 

We vow proceed to examine the reasoning of 
Friend Dean. We shall insist upon his having premi- 
ses for his conclusions ; and conclusions for his pre- 
mises. We cannot consistently accreditsuch illegiti- 
mate productions. The concluding remarks and posi- 
tions coutained in his fourth paragraph, are an hete- 
regeneous mixture of extravagant opinions, and 
strange ideas, which, in a confused jumble, are 
ushered before the public ‘ with all their imperfec- 
tions on their heads.’ He says, Christ was the only 
person that was conceived of the Holy Ghest, at 
the first birth. Therefore, he concludes, that all 
mankiod attheir first generation and entrance into 
life, are mortal, &c.; and dying, in that state, they 
cease to exist, and can only obtain immortality by 
regeneration; and as proof of this, he quotes the 
declaration of Christ, with an addition, * Except we 
are regenerated, and born again, we cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God.” He then interrogates ; 
“ Is it possible for any to be regenerated before they 
are generated ? And answers,—No! It is — 
ble. Is not the first birth conditional, effected 
through the medium of animal agency °” And an- 
swers,—* So also is the second, upon which all sal- 
vation is dependent” Now, we venture to assert, 
that, ransack all creation through, a more curious 
position cannot be produced, or one, from which 
such strange conclusions are deduced! Are these 
premises true? If so, Adam, the progenitor of our 
race is damned with annihilation, as certain as he 
had an existence. For according to Friend Dean's 
arrangement, and definitions, Adam was vever ge- 
nerated ; and he contends, that it is impossible tor 
a man to be regenerated, except he is firsl, generated 
by conditional generation, effected through the mie- 
dium of animal agency! Friend Dean is very ob- 
secure in his expressions. Are we to consider the 
condition to be en the part of the begetters, or begot- 
ten? We really think Friend Dean can lay claim to 
a new invention in theology, and that he has gene- 
rated a new sect. Socinus, the father of our mo- 
dern Unitarians, alias, Socinians, taught, that salva- 
tion was conditional; and the condition, good 
works; and those wicked folks, who could not pro- 
duce these goods, and consequently, did not conply 
with the condition, were tormented in a future state 
for a certain time, and then annibileted. But Friend 
Dean has improved upow this. He will have it, that 
wicked people who are found wanting, will not ex- 
ist in a future state. Consequently, he isa little 
tinctured with Deism. We hope Friend Dean will 
impute our plainness to the right cause, namely, 
a wish to call things by their right names. Although 
we should be sorry to give just cause of offence to 
any one, still, we had much rather, if there is no 
other alternative, offend all men, than offend against 
the truth. And that truth is, that “ God is the Sa- 
viour of all men!!! 1 Tim. iv. 10. 

We request Friend Dean to reconsider his opi- 
nions; in the words of the apostle, * to examine, 
whether he is in the faith.” We think if he were to 
make a proper and mayty distinction between 
regeneration, and the new birth, or being born 
again he would be more consistent. His quotation 
from the words of Christ, was altogether gratuitous 
in the addition of the word regeneration. Luke 
calls Adam the Son of God. And Christ said, 





When thou prayest, say, ‘ Our Father.’ The Scrip- 
tures declare, that “ God is the Father of the Spi- 
rits of all Mesh.” Paul declares, our corruptible 
bodies shall be raised incorruptible. And the pro 
phet said,“ Doubtless thou art our Father, though 





Abraham was ignorant of us.” And Paul told the 


Galatians, “ For ye are all the children of God, i.» 
faith in Christ.” Now, it is evident, that the Gala. 
tians believing that they were the children of God 

could not make God their Father. He was their 
Father beture they kuew it,or believed it; and as q 
necessary consequence, they whe were latherless jp 
Jform,(not Knowing they had a heavenly Father) 
were not so in fact, betore they came to thay 
kuowledge. God, therefore, is the Father of all 
men. “bor all were made by him, and for him.” 
But all lost the knowledge of their heavenly Fa 

ther; they were in one sense fatherless, at least 50 
far as res; ected their knowledge of him; as much 
so, as they would have been, had God not been 
their Father ; although he never forgot them, no; 
forsook them. In coutradistinction to this, being 

derived from God, is Christ, the head of every 
man “The word was made flesh. Being in the 
form of God, be thought it not robbery to be equal 
to, (or as) God, and took upon bimselt the forn, of 
aservant.” ‘This form was human nature, the ser. 
vant of sin. The child Jesus, therefore, was begot. 
ten in a sense different from any of the human 
race. They were made or formed of the earth, 
But the soul, which came fron: God, and was ap 
emanation from him, was not of the earth; and may 
be considered as generated by God himself, whey 
he breathed into man, and man received the immor- 
tal Spirit which constituted him by its union with 
him (the man, or earth,) a living soul. Man by 
transgression, died, and lost the knowledge of his 
origin. He was no longer immortal by his intimate 
union with the Spirit of God, which was the breath, 
breathed into his nostrils. The Spirit was poured 
upon, orinto Adam in measure. but in Christ, our 
Head from heaven, “ dwelt the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily.” He,for all men, the members of 
his body. rendered perfect obedience to his law.— 
He regenerated the whole race; and that race op 
coming to the knowledge of this truth, are born 
again ; for they pass froma state of darkness and 
death, to light and life ! 

We think Friend Dean must be sensible of the 
indefensibility of the ground he bas taken ; for to 
predicate his doctiine of conditional salvation on an 
assumed position, without any proof except hisown 
declaration, and that, disproved by the conclusions 
which inevitably flow from it, is inconsistent to the 
last degree Is salvation conditional, and that con- 
dition containing prerequisites, which exceed the 
powers of the subject to procure, is this just, or 
reasonable? No! Has not our correspundent re- 
quired, first, generation by animal agency, as indis- 
pensable to regeneration? He has. How then, can 
Adam, or Eve, ever be saved? Were they generated 
by animal agency? No! His premises, therefore, fall 
to the ground. 

Friend Dean introduces a quotation, 2 Tim. i. 10. 
by saying, “ We are told, that ‘ Christ hath brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel; 
and that it is obtained by none, but those, Rom. ii. 
7.* Who by patient continuance in well doing, seek 
for glory, and honour, and immortality, eternai lite.” 
What is the meaning of bringing any thing to light? 
Ans. It is making known a fact, of which, they, to 
whom itis made known, were ignorant of before. 
Supposing a messenger was to tell Friend Dean, 
that his father, or a relative, had by an unalterable 
will Lequeathed to him a fortune; this would be 
bringing it to light. If the message making this 
known, was called gospel, or good news, it would be 
brought to light through the gospel. Pray what 
would Friend Dean think, were he afterwards told, 
that this fortune was to be possessed by him on cer- 
tain conditions 2? And this, after telling him, that the 
JSortune was given to him by will, an unalterable will, 
without regard to his merit, or deserts, that he should 
not boast himself? Ans. We think he would tell the 
person who talked of conditions, that he was a fool ! 
Now, look at the text quoted; see the preceding, 
the 9th verse. “ Who hath saved us, (it is done!) 
and called us with an holy calling, not according to 
our works, (if it was cenditional, and according te 
our works, it would not he a very hely calling, for 
eur works are net holy ;) but according to bis own 
purpose and grace, which was given =i this con- 





ditional? To give a thing, and then say, you shall 
not have it, unless you comply with certain condi- 








tions, this is selling,) in Christ Jesus before the 
world began.” Now, in the name of common sens, 
how is it possible for that which was done before 
the world began, to have the doing of it a contingent 
and depend upon conditions, which might, or might 
not take place, thousands of years posterior to the 
time? We challenge all creation to produce any 
thing, or to put words together which shall have 
less of condition, bargain, and sale, than the text 
quoted by Friend Dean to prove conditions! Why, 
Friend Dean, thou art verily blind. There is, how 

ever, one objection, and only one, which can be 
brought against us; and that is, not to prove con- 
ditions, but to limit the life and immortality to a 
few. Namely,—it is only the elect, who are here 
spoken of. Granted,—so much the better! For the 
salvation of the elect, themselves, depends altogether 
upon the salvation of the non-elect! Proof. Paul 
says, see 9th verse, “ Who hath saved us, (the 
elect,) and called us with an holy calling, not ac- 
eording to our works, (according to what, then? 
Ans.) but according to his own purpose and grace,” 
&c. Now what is hts own purpose? You, who have 
admitted Paul as good evidence in this, his testimo- 
ny contained in his Epistle to Timothy, are, we 
think, under an imperious obligation to attach the 
same credit to his testimony in his Epistle to the 
Ephesians, in whieh, see chap. i. 9,10. he declares, 
that God, “ Having made known unte us the mys- 
tery of his will,(which before it was made known, 
was a secret,) according to his good pleasure (will 
not God do his good pleasure *) which he hath pur- 
posed in himsell,(is not this the purpose Paul spoke 
of to Timothy?) That in the dispensation of the 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


works, &c., there is no salvation for us. Ans. Paul; 
“I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him 
that called you into the grace of Christ, unte ano- 
ther gospel; which is not another; but there be 
some that would trouble you, and would pervert the 
gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from 
heaven. preach any other gospel unto you, than that 


cursed. Gal. i. 6, 7, 8 Aceording to the grace of 


er, I have laid the foundation, and another build- 
eth thereon. But let every man take heed how | 
he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation | 
can no man lay, than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. Now, if any man build upon this founda- | 
tion, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stub- 
ble ; every man’s work shall be manifest. For the) 
day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by 
Jire; and the fire shall try every man’s work, of what | 
sort itis. If any man’s work abide which he hath | 
built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If avy 

man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss; but 
he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 1 Cor. 

iii 10 to 15 

Are all men, then, to be saved 2 Ans. Paul,—t We 
both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust 
in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, 
specially of those that believe.’ 

But we are told, brother Paul, that when you 
say, ‘ specially of those that believe,’ you mean 
that none but believers are saved by Christ, and that 
unbelievers are not justified, nor benefited by 
Christ’s righteousness. Ans. Paul,—* Now we 
know that what things soever the law saith, it saith 





fulness of times, he might gather together in one, | 
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and | 
which are on earth, in him.” Tis is the purpose 

of God, the salvation of all men; and the elect are 

called to the knowledge of this purpose, which ts to | 
them an earnest of thetr inheritance, being the cer- | 
tainty of their own salvation! Now, Friend Desa. | 
take another look at your quotation, and the addi- | 
tion you were pleased to make to it. “ We are told | 
2 Tim. i. 10. that Christ hath brought life and im- 
mortality to light through the gospel; and that it is 


patient continuance in well doing,seek for glory, and 

honour, and immortality, eternal life.’ We ask 

you, is this true? Did this very Paul, whom you 

have quoted, and misquoted, too, did he obtain eter- 

nal life, and wasit given to him asa reward for his | 
patient continuance, &c? Let us ask Paul, he can 

tell all about it! 

How was it, Paul? Ans. “ God who isrich in 
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,” 
stop a moment, Paul,—you mean God loved you 
with great love, when you by “ patient continuance 
in well doing” deserved his love > Answer, Paul.— 
“ Even when we were dead in sins hath quickened 
us together with Christ.” Ephes. ii. 4, 5. 

Brother Paul, this being a matter of great conse- 
quence, and much disputed in our day, we want 
you to be very particular. Now do you mean to 
say, that God loved sinners, ungodly sinners, or 
that Christ died to save good men? Answer Paul.— 
“For when we were yet without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for 
a righteous man will one die; yet peradventure for 
a good man some would even dare to die. But God 
ecommendeth his love toward us, in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Well, Brother Paul, it is not disputed but what 
Christ died; but what did he accomplish by his 
death? There are certain persons, who say, that 
Christ only made it possible to be saved Ans. 
Paul,—*“ Much more then, being now justified by 
bo blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 

im 

Do you mean, brother Paul, that we are really 
saved ? Now, we are told that God loves only those 
whe love him, and that he will never save his ene- 
mies, and that they will be miserable for ever! Ans 
Paul,—“ If when we were enemies we were recon- 
siled to God by the death of his Son; much more. 
Seing reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” 
Rom.v 6 to 10. 

_ But we are told, brother Paul, that all this is con- 
ditional ; and if we do not perform certain good 


| 


obtained by none, but those, Rom. ii 7. * Who by! 


to them who are under the law; that every mouth 
may be stopped, and all the world may become 
guilty (unjust) before God. Therefore, by the 
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in 
his sight ; for by the law is the knowledge of sin.— 
But now the righteousness of God without the law 
is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets ; (see Isaiah xlv. 23, 24.) even the right- 
eousness of God by faith of (not in) Jesus Christ 
unto all (unbelievers and believers) and upon all 
them that believe ; for there is no difference—For 
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God; 
being justified freely by his grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus.” Romans, iii. 
19. to 24 verses. : 

What then do you mean, brother Paul, when you 
say, “ To them, who by patient continuance in well 
doing, seek for glory, and honour, and immortality, 
ETERNAL wire,” ti. 7. Ans Paul,—* Know ye 
not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to 
obey, his servants ye are te whom ye obey; whe- 
ther of sin unto death, or of obedience unto right- 
eousness? For the wages of sin is death ; but the 
gift of God eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” vi. 16. 25. 

How is this, brother Paul ? you say, ‘ the wages 
of sin is death; How then, can they who die in sin 
be saved? Ans. Paul.—-* The law entered that the 
offence might abound; but where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound ; that as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” v. 20 21. 

Now, Friend Dean, upon reflection, do you not 
think your statement is incorrect ? Namely,—* We 
are told 2. Tim. i. 10. that Christ hath brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel ; and 
that it is obtained by none, but those, Romans ii. 7. 
‘Who by patient continuance in well-doing seek for 
glory,’ &c. How long did the i the cross, (to 
whom Christ said, ‘This day shalt thou be with 
me in paradise,’) seek? Tell, if you can, of mts pa- 
tient continygnce in well-doing !!! Because Paul en- 
courages to perseverance, those, who’ seek for glo- 
ry and immortality,’ by telling them they shall have 
‘eternal life? shall we presume to say, that it will 
he obtained by none else? If so, we may add— 
Paul says, “Tribulation and —- upon every 
soul of man that doeth evil ;” and none that do evil, 
will have eternal life! Friend Dean, this will not 
do. You added,—“It is impossible to be saved 
without eternal life; (granted,) none have it, but 
those who seek for it, and continue patiently in well 


doing.” Now, Friend Dean, will you believe the 





which we have preached unto you, let him be ac- | 


13) 


record which God hath given of his Son? If so, 
| “'Phis is the record, that we have eternal life, and 
| this life is in bis Son.” You say, ‘none have it, but 
those thatseck for it” &e—Will you believe Jeno- 
van? If so, Hear.—*I am found of them that 
sought me not,” Isaiah Ixv. 1. Again—Have not 
| those eternal life who are redeemed ? ¢ Return unto 
me, for | have (vot will, if you will) redeemed thee.’ 
Verily, thou art wrong, Friend Dean. You imme- 


God which is given unto me, as a wise master build-! diately added,—** Look at the conditions!” We 


have looked—and found NONE! You continue— 
“koow ye not (in truth, we know not,) that the 
Scriptures are replete with conditions, from the ad- 
vice ofthe Almighty to Cain, saying, ‘If thou doest 
well, shalt thou not be accepted ? (Quere. If none 
were accepted but those who do well, very few, if 
any, would be accepted; for “ he that offendeth in 
one point, is guilty of all; and in many things we 
offend all.” James, ii. 10. iii. 2.) If not, sin lieth at 
the door, unto the last exhortation in the Revela- 
tions,—* If any man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away 
his part out of the ook of life, and out of the holy 
city.” Did God tell Cain, that he should have 
eternal life and immortality, if he done well, and if 
he did not do well, he should be annihilated, or 
miserable without end? No such thing! The salva- 
tion of the soul of Cain was not even hinted at—it 
was the acceptance, or non-acceptance of his offer- 
ing, which was spoken of. The passage quoted 
from Rev. xxii. does not even allude to the immor- 
tality of the soul, or promise any thing on the per- 
formance of any condition. It simply declares the 
consequence to unbelievers, who pervert the Scrip- 
tures, by adding to, or taking from them—it promis- 
es no immortality, on condition these things are not 
done. We, however, consider these things as cause 
and consequence. The man who twists the Serip- 
tures, and adds to, or takes from them, that he may 
save himself, and damn his neighbour, as a conse- 
quence, has no foundation for his own hopes of sal- 
vation ;—for the promises include all men, and he 
blots out his own name, when he blots out his neigh- 
Lour’s. 

Friend Dean continues,—“ Pray renounce the 
path that you have taken, and shut the licentious 
door that you have opened, and acknowledge, that 
the wicked perish; and are, Thes. i 9. punished 
With everlasting destruction, Mal. iv. 1. Burnt up. 
Isaiah, x. 19. Both soul and body. Also, Matt. x. 
28.—Hosea, ix. 6. Gone because of destruction.” 
Now, we inform Friend Dean, that the * path we 
have taken,’ is ‘the good old way,’ spoken of in 
the Scriptures; and our faith, the faith of all the 
prophets, by whom God testified of the RestTiTvu- 
rion of all things, &c. See Acts, iii. 21. We like- 
wise inform him, that the ‘licentious door’ was 
opened by Patd, not by us; and teaches a very 
different doctrine from licenttousness,if Paul may be 
believed ; whe declared, in bis Epistle to Titus, ii. 
11 to 15 verses. “For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation to all men, hath ee ; teach 
ing us, [licentiousness?—No !} that denying all un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world, look- 
ing for (what ? Damnation—fire and brimstone— 
endless misery—annihilation, no ! for) that blessed 
hope, aud the glorious appearing of the great God, 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself 
fer us, that be might redeem us (not we do the 
work) from ali iniquity, and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works. These 
things (says Paul) speak with all authority. Let 
no man despise thee.” We follow Paul, as Paul 
followed Christ. If we are wrong—-Paul was 
wrong. If Paulwas right, we are right! We, how- 
ever, have no fears of being wrong. And in con- 
formity with Paul’s injunction, ‘ These things will 
we speak with allauthority,’—and we command thee, 

‘riend Dean, to believe them! 

Friend Dean says, ‘ acknowledge that the wick- 
ed perish,---This we always have acknowledged ; 
and do still. * And are, 2 Thes, i. 9 punished with 
everlasting destruction, ---This we likewise acknow- 
ledge fully, according to the original; that they 
shall ‘be punished with destruction, avsiov, for ages 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his power,” We now, ask,--who did Paul mean, 
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by those that know not God, &e? Ans. The Jews 
Proof. The Jews are called the peculiar people of 
God. God said, ‘ My people perish. How? Ans. 
For lack of knowledge.” Koowledge of what? 
Ans. Of God. For * it is life eternal to know God, 
and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent.’ Again. God 
says, ‘My people do not know!’ Christ came at 
the destruction of Jerusalem in flaming fire, and 
took vengeance on the Jews, who knew him not. 
They perished. They were banished, and reserved 
in judicial blindness in that state, prepared tor the 
devil and his angels, and departed into it, for ages. 


This was consonant with Christ’s declaration to | 
them,---- Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me,’ | 
&e. You will please to notice in particular, that! 


they are not only punished with destruction from 


his presence, but from the * glory of his power.’ | 


Now, in what does the glory of Christ's power con- 
sist? Ans Salvation! Ue is * Mighty to save.’ This 
is the glory of Christ,---Salvation. 
to save, the Jews were, and are ignorant. But 
shall these Jews thus destroyed never return? Hear 
the prophet,---- Thou furnest man to destruction, 
and sayest, return ye children of men. O thou 
enemy, destructions have come to a perpetual ‘end.’ 
See Ezek. xxxvii. We likewise believe, Malachi tv. 
1. that the wicked are burnt up. And with David, 





Of his power | 
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tion is their theme!!! “ O Israel, thou hast destrey- 
ed thyself, but in me is thy help.” Friend Dean 
adds, * They point out Jesus Christ as the Saviour 
of the world” ‘True, and he has saved the world. 

tis done! Friend Dean continues,—‘ Saving man 
Jrom eternal death,---if man will co-operate with 
his Spirit and receive through him immortal life.” 
Now all we ask of Friend Dean,is,to inform us, 
where the ‘ Scriptures point out Jesus Christ as sav- 
ing man from eternal death, if man will co-operate 
with his Spirit and receive through him immortal 
life ?? We assert in the most unqualified manner im- 
aginable, that the Scriptures point oul no such thing ! 

—— 


Infidelity Considered. 
(Continued from page 115.) 
The Spirit of the world which we have consider- 


| ed to be the essence of Lofidelity, whether it is em- 


ployed in church or state, the nature of its opera- 
tions are the same, though professedly in pursuit of 
opposite objects ; and thus it is, that where church 
and state are united, it always produces a monster, 
with two bodies to one head,—a body politic, and a 
body religious, having for their head the wisdom of 
the world) How preposterous and abominabl 

wicked is it for the man of sin, the son of perdi- 


*Thou wilt destroy the wickedness of the wicked.’ tion, the wisdom of the world, which is enmity 
Friend Dean went on with the work of destruction, with God, that it should assume the control and 


ata great rate,after referring to Isaiah x.19. without 
quoting, or examining the connexion, he added,--- 
* both soul and body.’ Stop a moment,---not too fast. 
Let Isaiah speak for himself. Please to commence 
atthe Sth verse The king of Assyria is sent against 
Jerusalem.’ The 12th verse says, ‘Wherefore, &c. 
I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king 
of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks.’ See 
ver. 17,18. ‘And the light of Israel shall be for a 
fire, and his Holy One for a fame ; and it shall burn 


authority of the church, for no other reason, than 
because it has the secular power, which is the pecu- 
liar prerogative of the spirit of the world. But 
what have Christians to do with this, who, to en- 
list under the banner of Christ, and affirm allegi- 
ance to the reign of his Spirit in them, must deny 
the spirit of the world? Certainly they have not 


|}any thing more than Christ himself had, who 
| renounced it by word and conduct, saying, My 
| kingdom is not of this world; and by acting up to 


and devour his thorns and his briers in one day. And | this, by laying down his natural life in favour of this 
shall consume the glory of his forest and of his fruit-| testimony. And told his disciples, not to be of the 


ful field, both soul and body; and they shall be as 
when a standard-bearer fointeth.” Examine this 
figure,---The stout heart and the glory of the high 
looks of the king of Assyria, were upheld, and con- 
sisted in his army, who in the 17th verse, are com- 
red to briers and thorns,---and the forest and 
Field which produces briers and thorns, when de- 
stroyed, can produce no wuore,---and their glory 
consists, in their reproductive powers,---this glory is 
to be consumed,— soul and body,’ —cause “ effect. 
* As when a standard-bearer fuinteth.’ If a stand- 
ard -bearer fainteth, he falls,—his standard (colours) 
fall with him and disappear. If Friend Dean is 
dissatisfied with this exposition, and will have it 
that the Assyrians were destroyed soul and body, we 
reply, be is0; we can finda remedy, even for these! 
See Isaiah xix. 24,25. ‘In that day shall Israel be 
the third with Egypt and with Assyria, a blessing 
in the midst of the land; whom the Lord of hosts 
shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and 
Assyria the work my hands, and Israel mine in- 
heritance.’’ Now, Friend Dean, Can you ‘ devise a 
way, or means,’ to bless the Assyrians after they 
are we soul and body, * in any other way,’ 
than to admit, that they ‘ returned from destruc- 
tion?’ And as you hold, that all souls are generated 
by animal ageacy, we think you must acknowledge, 
that these Assyrians, after having their mortal souls 
and bodies destroyed (according to you, annihilated) 
are made immortal, and saved, by the regeneration 
of God! Yourefer to Matt. x. 28. We inform you, 
that text will never be made to prove, that God 
ever did, or ever will destroy one soul! You next 
refer to Hosea ix. 6. and say, ‘ Gone, because of de- 
struction.’ True, Friend Dean, but heaven be 
praised, they are coming again! Read on! Cha 
xi. 8. “ How shall I give thee up, &e ~My heart is 
turned within me, &e Chap. xiii. 14. “T will ran- 
gom them from the power of the grave; I[ will 
redeem them from death. (Now let destruction 
revel in destruction, and death and bell, or the grave, 
rot together.) O Death, I will be thy plague ; (not 
man’s) O grave, I will be thy destruction!’ (not the 
souls of men) 
RR Dean eee eth | “yiys doctrine of 
ptures perfectly ratio ” O, Yes,---Beau- 
@fat beyond description: for salvation, not damna- 





world, even as he was not of the world. 

But the Spirit of infidelity, what has it not done 
in opposing the work of God, and his Divine opera- 
tions upon the soul ? The serpent is here, professed- 
ly, in the Spirit of light and wisdom, by which it 
seduced the first pair in Paradise, who by their ad- 
herence to this deception, were excluded from their 
union and communion with their Creator, and expel- 
led his presence. This is the effect it has had from 
that time to this, upon all whe have rejected the 
Lerd and chosen lying vanities. Witness the effect 
it had upon Cain,—those antediluvians, of whom 
the Lord declared, that all flesh had corrupted his 
way upon the earth; and that peculiar people, the 
Israelites, for disobeying the command, which saith 
Moses, * I command thee this day. It is not hidden 
from thee; neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, 
that thou shouldest say, Who shall go for us to hea- 
ven and bring it unto us, that we may know it, and 
do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou should- 
est say, Who shall go over the sea for us to bring it 
unto us, that we may hear it, and doit. But the 
word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth and in 
thy heart, that thou mayest do it.” Mark the fate 
of this people in consequence of rejecting this law! 
Is it not as Moses foretold ? “ Even all nations shall 
say,—Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto 
this land? What meaneth the heat of this great 
anger? Then men shall say, Because they have for- 
saken the covenant of the Lord God of their fathers, 
whieh he made with them when he brought them 
forth out of the land of Egypt; for they went and 
served other gods whom they know not, and 
whom he had not given unto them ; and the anger 
ofthe Lord was kindled against this land to bring 
upon it all the curses that are written™n this book, 
and the Lord rooted them out of their land in anger 
and in wrath, and in great indignation, and cast 
them into another land as it is this day.” To the 
same rt, tho 
given by King David to hisson. “And thou Solo- 
mon, my son, know thou the God of thy fathers, 
and serve him with a perfect heart, and a willing 
mind; for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and under- 
standeth all the.imaginatious of the thoughts. If 
thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou 
reject him, he will cast thee off for ever.” 


h ia other words, is the charge | turn 


| These things, therefore, are mentioned, to show 
that it is the spirit of infidelity, although professedly 


wise, yea, a teacher of the thoughts of God,---fo; 
saith the serpent, * God doth know, that in the day 
ye eat thereof, then shail your eyes be opened, aud 
ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil;” that 
seduced and led man from the Spirit of God j, 
the first instance, and it is this, and this alone, tha; 
jever has, and still does lead from the manifestatio, 
‘of the Spirit, and from that grace of God which 
bringeth salvation, which hath a d(not to ap 
‘elect few, but) to all men; teaching, that denying un 
| godliness and worldly lust, we shouid live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world; look. 
ing for that blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ance of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” And as it leads from the Spirit of wuth, 
and its manifestations, so it teaches an opposite 
doctrine accurdiug to its carnal conceptions of God 
and the Scriptures. Whereas the spiritual doctrine 
is, “No man knoweth the Father, but the Son, 
and he to whom the Son revealeth him; aud that 
no man can call Jesus Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost.” Here is the “ strait gate and narrow 
way which leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it. But the infidel Antichristian doctrine 
is very different,—it teacheth, that God is to be 
knowa through some other medium than Jesus 
Christ; namely, from nature, and jrom Scripture ; 
and hence it is, that infidelity reigns, and dnichrist: 
ministers are more nuwerous in Christend@:a thas 
the ministers of the true tabernacle which God hath 
pitched and not man. Because, according to their 
doctrme, a man can be not only a Christian, but « 
minister of Christ in the midst of his sins; and 
heuce, the necessary qualification is not that whice 
cleanseth fron all sin, to wit, a confession of a gos- 
pel power in their souls which is effectual to cleanse, 
but a cuulessivn or gospel book, aud a knowledge of 
the language in which this was urginally written 
Then any upstart, who is so far with the bounds 
of deceucy as to be of good moral character, can 
set up and be ordained a minister of that guspel 
which is derived trom nature, aud a book, which to 
know, 1s not life eternal And beuce it is, that we 
see ungudly men ofliciating in the priest’s office, nut 
only that they may get a morsel ui bread, but that 
they may have tat stipends, be called rabbt, rabbi, 
clothed in so:t raiment, and fare sumptuously every 
day ; not out of the fruits of their own labour, but 
outof the labour of the rich or poor dupes, who 
believe in, and follow them. Aud these, too, are 
not content to act upon a smal! scale of deception, 
but have hit upon a plan to Christianize from sea 
to sea, and from the rivers to the ends of the earth 
in their way, and through the medium which they 
have adopted, saying, peace—but what peace so 
long as the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel and 
ber witchcrafts are so many’ 

AN IMPARTIALIST. 

(The remainder with remarks, next week.) 


To Subscribers. 

Subscribers who have not complied with the con- 
ditions of the G. Herald, by paying their —— 
tions, &c., would confer a great favour on the Edi- 
tor, by advancing the same, as soon as may be com- 
patible with their convenience. To our city sub- 
scribers, in particular, our best acknowledgments 
are due, for their hitherto prompt and cheerful , ay- 
ment, &c.; aud when it is considered, that the ex- 
penses incurred in publishing the G. Herald exceed 
the sum received, &c., itis presumed, no other argu- 
ment will be necessary. 

—_——~_o 


To Correspondents. 


Vine-dresser is informed, that he is, agreeable to bi- 
request, “ admitted as one of our correspondents ;" 
and that bis communication shall be published in its 


Ail communications forwarded the Editor per mail, (o 
be published in this paper, mast be“ post paid” City 
cortespondents are informed, that a letter box is place: at 
the entrance of the office of the Gospel Herald, 93 Gold 
Street, for the reception of their commun ications. 
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